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Native Praise to National WMU Celebration….AGAIN!
Nostalgia. In one word. Prior to 2001, a group of Christian Indian
women, were gathered together a few times, by Willene Pierce,
founder/director of The Native American LINK. The women represented many tribes & church congregations, and enjoyed singing
the Christian Native hymns that most had learned as children.
Things begin to change for the group, as Wanda Lee, Executive
Director of Woman’s Missionary Union, made a visit to Oklahoma,
at a WMU meeting, where “Willene’s choir” was singing. Ms. Lee
extended an invitation to have the “choir” sing at the national WMU
celebration in 2002, to be held at St. Louis, MO. As Willene gathered the women together to share the news with the group, a name
was formulated. We became the Native Praise Choir.
As a celebration of this historic event, the choir decided to return to
the place and occasion of significance, not to sing, but to be present for Ms. Wanda Lee’s last Director’s Address, before her retirement. When Wanda Lee learned that the choir would be present for
the WMU Celebration, an invitation was once again extended to
sing. We will honor the Lord and Wanda Lee for her support to our
ministry.

Lindsey Arneecher In NYC/Chinatown/Flushing
Lindsey Arneecher is a LINK to our ministry, indeed. She
was selected for the position of Native American Student Intern for the Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM)
on the Northeastern State University campus at
Tahlequah, OK. During her spring break, she traveled
with a student mission team to establish relationships
with the Fujianese people. Lindsey had an opportunity to share her testimony to a large group of at least
100 people. There was a heightened interest in
knowing Lindsey was Native American. The group
ministered in Flushing, which is considered the “real
Chinatown”. LINK supports Lindsey in her Christian
walk. She serves as our webmaster for our LINK
website.
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The world tells us we

are small and insignificant. God sees us
in the palm of His
hand & He sees
Christ in us, beautiful
& with His power.
What a difference we
can make in furthering
His Kingdom.
-Lindsey Arneecher
Native American
BCM Intern

Native American Women
Represented at the State
Women’s Retreat

Pictured above: Stephanie Wickliffe, Cherokee; Elsie Little, Sac &
Fox, Miami, & Menominee; and Esther Gee, Muscogee Creek

Three LINK Volunteers Share Testimonies
Stephanie Wickliffe: Growing up around my grandmother, I’d see her
take out her small, tattered, Cherokee hymn book wrapped in a rubber band
from her purse. The songs were printed in the Cherokee syllabary and the
pages worn from use. I couldn’t read the syllabary to sing the songs, but I
could listen and join in as all the people of the church sang in Cherokee.
Those days are rare, if not almost gone, where all singing and the delivering
of God’s message was entirely in Cherokee. Those days left a great impression on me; a love of the Cherokee hymns to praise and worship my Lord.
Today I’m privileged to be part of the LINK Ministry, where God has brought
me back to a place to sing the songs of my people and blessed to carry on
the songs of our other beautiful sisters. And through these songs we share,
doors open to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. I sing with my sisters to
share the love of Jesus. How Beautiful Heaven Must Be...Oh friend can you
hear it, let’s sing!

Elsie Little: Being a part of the Native American LINK has been a blessing, an encouragement and a growing experience. I have been part of many
LINK ministry projects. Helping someone in need is touching a life for Jesus. I know there will be a lasting relationship, changed by the love of
Christ, shown through people of love. The ladies and men who are a part of
LINK encourage everyone. They tell you, "I'm praying for you." or "I love
you." and they mean it. Opportunities I participated in, include VBS in
Weatherford, the Native Praise Choir and the ministry projects each
month. God has truly blessed in allowing me to see His hands work through
LINK.

Esther Gee: Being a member of the Native Praise Choir affords me many
opportunities to use my talents and share my faith. Volunteer teaching at
Mission VBS in Binger, OK last summer was very rewarding. Being part of
God's team teaching about Daniel and his faith to the children was an awesome experience. Traveling with the choir, sharing our culture in Tuscumbia, AL., teaching them to sing "Jesus Loves Me" was another memorable
experience.

Native American LINK, Inc.

The Native American LINK took
steps to ensure there would be a
greater number of our Native
American women from churches
throughout Oklahoma at the
Women’s Retreat sponsored by
the Women’s Missions and Ministry program of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.
The retreat, held annually at the
Falls Creek Baptist Conference
Center at Davis, OK, was held on
April 22-23. Twenty-two (22) of
the Native Praise Choir members
mostly first-time attendees, represented 14 congregations. It
was good to see other Indian
congregations attend, as well.
One of the highlights was having
the experience of hearing guest
Bible teacher, Liz Curtis Higgs,
who has authored several books,
with emphasis on Women Bible
characters. Our Native American
LINK women sessions at Indian
Falls Creek have used two of her
books as a resource, and will use
Higgs’ It’s Good to Be Queen, on
the Queen of Sheba. Our LINK
volunteer, Florence July, will
once again lead our Bible Study
at our Indian Falls Creek Baptist
Assembly to be held July 31August 4, 2016. Pictured below is
Florence July with the author, Liz
Curtis Higgs.

CHOIR REPORT:
Looking back brings
both joy & sorrow for
Native Praise right
now. The joy is in adding four new choir
members this year.
Three of them are
beautiful Cherokee
girls who desire to retain their language
through the singing of
our hymns. The fourth
new member is the
daughter of a faithful
missionary couple who
taught her to serve.
What a joy!
We bade our earthly
farewell to two precious
choir members in
March. Hattie Beaver
had been our first Muscogee language lead
singer in our beginning
years. She & her husband, Raymond, traveled extensiverly with
the choir. Mary Silmon, was a beautiful
soul of the Mississippi
Choctaw tribe. She
actively sang in the
choir up to her death.
She & husband,
Turner, were always
willing to help at a moment’s notice. We will
truly miss our sisters.

Native Praise Choir & Native American LINK Executive Board

Words from the Director…..
It took illness to help me find my way again. I love what God has for
me to do. Every day is different and is something new. The fact is, I
got so absorbed in what I was doing, and the tasks to be accomplished, that I oftentimes forgot to recharge my battery (source of power). The end of 2015 was typical of any Christmas season. The Native
Praise Choir was busier than ever, and I found myself spinning out of
control, with the Christmas letter to get out, the daily activities, meetings of the ministry, etc. I’m just like everyone else; I have church responsibilities and home responsibilities, too. The thing is, I love all
these aspects of my life, and I want to do it ALL! But...even as I age,
I’m finding that if I don’t give myself time with God, the greatest Power
Source of all, my life is nothing. Nothing. I praise Him, that in my illness with Bells Palsy throughout all of January and February, I was
allowed time to listen to His voice, enjoy His sweet fellowship, share
with Him my innermost thoughts, feel His Presence, and dwell in His
Word. I recently saw a quote (unknown author) that I found to be an
apt description of me, in general: “Sometimes you have to excuse
yourself from what you have planned, so your soul can have what it
needs.” Psalm 23 says, “He restoreth my soul…” Thank you, Lord, for
loving me enough to restore my soul. Thank you to all who prayed.

The Native American LINK, Inc. has been asked to assist with providing Vacation Bible
School at the Western Oklahoma Indian Baptist Family Camp again this year. The camp is
scheduled for July 4-8. It is held at Binger, Oklahoma. Registration is Adults: $75 & Children
(17 yrs & younger) $37.50. If you are interested in assisting with this ministry opportunity,
please contact Augusta (Gus) Smith no later than June 15 at 918-931-2218 or email

NativeAmericanLINK@gmail.com
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Pray for LINK as we make preparations for our women who attend the 2016 Indian
Falls Creek Baptist Assembly held July 31-August 4.



Pray for our Falls Creek session leaders: Florence July, Lindsey Arneecher,
Priscilla Arneecher, Shera Falls, and Michael Coon



Pray for ministry project of providing backpacks for elementary-age children attending Indian Falls Creek Baptist Assembly (If you would like to donate toward
this project, please contact Augusta Smith.)



Pray for Indian Falls Creek 2016, the largest Christian Indian gathering in America
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