
 

My dear friends, stand 

firm and don’t be  

shaken.  Always keep 

busy working for the 

Lord. You know that 

everything you do for 

Him is worthwhile.  

1 Corinthians 15:58   

WMU Watchword 

In This Issue 

 LINK Women’s 

Spring Retreat 

 Voices from the     

Native Praise  Choir 

 Summer Ministries 

 Native Praise Choir  

Tour 2019 

UNSHAKABLE PURSUIT:  
LINK WOMEN’S SPRING RETREAT 
 Unshakable Pursuit was the theme of the 2019 Spring Retreat 

held on Saturday, April 27, 2019, bringing together 86 women, rep-

resenting 24 churches in Oklahoma. The LINK Executive Board took 

care of all planning and coordinating, doing a great job!  Through 

evaluations, LINK is encouraged to offer future Leadership training 

opportunities.   

 The guest speakers were Priscilla Arneecher, Rockie Naser, and 

Ralph and Vivian Boyles.  Priscilla serves as Oklahoma WMU Vice-

President, as well as LINK Executive Board member. She shared 

three areas of unshakable pursuit: 1) God is pursuing us for a rela-

tionship with Him; 2) In our unshakable pursuit of God, we chase 

Him back with all we’ve got; and 3) We join His unshakable pursuit 

of others, standing firm and unshaken, keeping busy in our work 

for the Lord, knowing everything we do for Him is worthwhile (1 

Corinthians 15:58).  Rockie Naser , a former Muslim from Palestine 

shared her testimony of how God pursued her, and revealed that 

He is the one true God. She left her Muslim beliefs, going against 

her many cultural practices, which caused danger to her life.  God 

directed her path and Rockie completed a Biblical Studies degree 

from Southwestern Seminary. Today, she leads women’s ministry 

at Broken Arrow First Baptist Church, Oklahoma.  Ralph and Vivian 

Boyles, retired longtime missionaries to Tanzania, shared a 

presentation of their mission work, how they taught the children, 

built churches, and other ministry work, providing a way to share 

the Gospel.  They return yearly, assisting missionaries on the field. 

Pray for all the speakers and leaders..  It was a great day!  
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 I joined Native Praise 
after God spoke to me 
at Indian Falls Creek 
last year.  Sister Gus 
mentioned during their 
performance that they 
were looking for new 
choir members to help 
carry on their minis-
try.  Learning and sing-
ing tribal hymns has al-
ways been dear to my 
heart.  I answered the 
call.                             
 My Christian walk 
has improved signifi-
cantly since joining the 
choir.  It has helped me 
to learn to trust others, 
pray for others, and 
helped build my confi-
dence.  I have also 
gained so many more 
sisters in Christ.  I 
don't feel so alone 
when a hard trial 
comes my way any-
more.  -Rose Bearpaw 

 I first became involved in the choir as 

a high school senior. While attending 

Steely Springs Church in Tahlequah, I 

sang there, and a lady from our church 

who is in the choir, posted me on Face-

book. Gus commented, inviting me to a 

practice. I’m so glad I went!  

 My senior year was really hard. I was 

going through a lot of personal things 

and I always looked forward to going to 

choir practice or choir events. The la-

dies are always so full of life and laugh-

ter and radiate joy and Jesus. That kind 

of light is medicine to a dark world. I 

love being a part of something positive. 

Since joining, I’ve gotten to know the ladies, and my 

love for them has only gotten stronger! They make me 

laugh, make me feel loved and welcomed, and never 

fail to pray for me when I ask. They are amazing wom-

en of God. I cherish each and every one of them.  

 I love learning our hymns. It is so very important to 

learn and carry on our tribal languages, cultures and 

traditions. God made us all unique and one of our 

unique qualities is our language. It represents who we 

are. Nothing feels better than the natural way your 

own language flows off your tongue. Using these lan-

guages to minister and sing praises to a worthy Savior 

is priceless. Our elders won’t be here forever, making it 

important to learn the hymns and to keep singing 

them. The joy on an elder’s face when a young person 

is learning or knows their language is one of my favor-

ite sights. It’s a beautiful blessing to be native. –Macie 

Sullateskee 



Native Praise 

Choir Tour 2019 

6/7 Faith Baptist, 

Cabot, AR @6PM 

6/8 Pearl River 

Community Bap-

tist, Pearl River, 

MS@ 6PM 

6/9 Indian 

Mounds Baptist, 

Moundville, AL  

4:50PM Pre-

Session Choir 

WMU Annual 

Mtng & Mission 

Celebration, Bir-

mingham, AL 

6/10 WMU Annual 

Mtng & Mission 

Celebration, Bir-

mingham, AL 

12:45 PM Choir 

sings 

6/11 Travel Day to 

Shreveport, LA 

6/12 New Boston 

FBC, TX@ 

10:30AM 

NAIWA Mtng, 

Norman, OK  

@6PM 

 Christian music defines my family.  I come from a long line 
of wonderful singers.  My grandfather, 
mom, and my siblings all sang, so when 
Willene Pierce asked me to sing in the 
choir, I accepted the invitation.  Some-
times we don’t count the cost before be-
ginning an endeavor. It wasn’t long be-
fore my mom became ill, then Dad 
struggled with his heart problems, also. 
It was my responsibility to remain close 
to home for their care.  After their pass-
ing, I wanted to return to sing with the 
choir, but my husband became ill, so I 

took care of him until his passing. I can now fulfill that desire. 
 Since returning to the choir, I am always so happy to praise  
Jesus in song.  My daughter and granddaughter  have joined 
the choir so I have strong support in this ministry.  Singing 
Christian music is beyond entertaining.  We present a mes-
sage while praising our Lord and Savior.  I love the movement 
of The Holy Spirit while singing in our Native language.  God 
blesses our choir in such a special way.  No choir can sing such 
a melodious and harmonic sound if it only practices once a 
month like we do; yet, with God’s help, the sound of this 
choir blesses my soul each time we sing.  We have opportuni-
ties that only God can do.  I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the wonderful friends I have gained through this ministry.  
I am overly blessed! -Eileen Tidwell 

FROM THE DIRECTOR… 

 Another year of celebration.  This is the 20th year for our Native 

Praise Choir.  Some of you readers have been in the choir, or kept 

up with the happenings of the choir, or financially supported us as 

we have ministered. Thank you! I’ll be highlighting a few of the choir 

members throughout the year in LINK-UP.  Some sing with us from 

Heaven now, including Willene.  

 THANK YOU for the prayers for me during my left total knee replace-

ment surgery and recovery in January.  I’m good to go until August 5, 

when I will have surgery on the right knee. Prayers always appreciated. I 

will be able to participate in our Choir Tour in June, Western Oklahoma 

Indian Baptist Family Camp in July, and Indian Falls Creek in July.  

 Don’t forget to LIKE us on our Facebook page. Check out our web-

site. Webmaster: Lindsey Arneecher. TheNativeAmericanLINKInc.org  



 

President:  Laura Mackey 
                    15854 S.E. 110 Road 
                    Red Oak, OK   74563 
               918-759-7320 
           nativelinkmackey@gmail.com 
Director: Augusta Smith 
                  P. O. Box 470974 
                  Tulsa, OK 74147 
                   Phone: 918-931-2218 
          NativeAmericanLINK@gmail.com 

 

Website: TheNativeAmericanLINKInc.org 

Send address changes to Laura 
Send contributions to Native Ameri-
can LINK. Thank you. 

Choir Coordinator:  Augusta Smith   

Treasurer: Michael Smith 

    P. O. Box 470974 

    Tulsa, OK 74147  

    918-863-4636 

     Additional Board Members:    

Priscilla Arneecher, Tahlequah, OK           

Angella Fish, Wetumka, OK  

Christine Fleming, Norman, OK 

Martha Johnson, Morris, OK 

Florence July, Kiefer, OK 

Norma Lee, McAlester, OK  

Merry Monroe, Ada, OK  

Suzanne Russell, Ada, OK 

Ruth Walker, Tecumseh, OK 

 Pray for the Native Praise Choir Tour.  Pray for safe travel, good 

health, blessings only God can provide, and a strong bond of love 

 Pray for the Western Oklahoma Camp on July 1-5, as LINK provides 

VBS for the children and youth.  Pray for workers. Pray for the KBA 

Choctaw Family Camp held during the same week. Pray for the MSW  

GA-RA Camp June  3-7 & Baptist Assembly July 8-12 

 Pray for our Indian Falls Creek and LINK Bible Study and Skills      

Sessions 

   P. O. Box 470974 

   Tulsa, OK 74147 


