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While August produces dog days of summer, our Native people persevere in God’s 

Kingdom work.  Our Native work has produced an abundance of blessings, even in 

times of a pandemic, This LINK-UP issue desires to share these achievements.  

Recognition of Ministry Achievement Among Oklahoma Natives 

We congratulate four Native Americans who completed coursework to receive a di-

ploma (10 courses) or a certificate (5 courses) in the Robert Haskins School of Chris-

tian Ministry. Emmitt Mckenzie (Cherokee/Choctaw, Kiowa/Apache), the first Native 

American to graduate from Haskins with a Pastoral Ministry Diploma said the school 

helped him prepare for the ministry of evangelism. “In the Native American context 

I see that the people are more responsive when another Native shares Christ with 

them.” Chris Tiger (Absentee Shawnee/Seminole) also received the Pastoral Minis-

try Diploma. Another first was Roseanna Bearpaw (Cherokee), who is the first Na-

tive American female to receive the Ministry Training Certificate. James Pathkiller 

(Cherokee) also was awarded the Ministry Training Certificate. Dr. Emerson Falls is 

the Native American Program leader.   The Native American LINK supports the 

efforts of our Native American men and women in leadership development.    

 

 

 

 

Chris Tiger and                  

Emmitt Mckenzie 
Roseanna Bearpaw James Pathkiller with              

Dr. Emerson Falls                  



  

TRIBAL NATIONS 
STEP UP 

Our Oklahoma tribal na-
tions are working to assist 
families affected by the 
pandemic.  Most tribes 
have provided food distri-
butions and masks. Many 
businesses have suffered 
and people are out of work.  
Grocery prices have in-
creased dramatically over 
these past five months. 
Most of the school stu-
dents are attending virtual 
schooling, which requires 
technology and in-home 
Internet services, requiring 
added costs to families. 
The CARES Act has allo-
cated monies to assist 
tribes in responding to the 
virus. Pray for our tribes as 
they work to distribute 
funds, adhering to federal 
guidelines.     

OKLAHOMANS TRAVEL TO UTE 

COUNTRY 

God moved in the hearts of Native people to 
reach out to the Southern Ute reservation in 
Towaoc, Colorado. In August, a group of Okla-
homa Native Christians traveled with 10,000 
lbs. of supplies.  Among the 
items were masks made by 
WMU-Middle Creek #2 Baptist 
Church, Holdenville, as well as  
water, food, clothing and Bi-
bles. During distribution, there 
was opportunity to share Christ 
and to pray for individual 
needs. The trip was sponsored 
by the Cross Train Ministries and thekaleofoun-
dation.org.  The team plans a revival in the fall, 
should circumstances allow. If you would like 
to have a part in contributing to this effort, 
please contact  

Marygonzales007@gmail.com 

There is a video availa-
ble for viewing on 
YouTube, titled, “Ute 
Mission Trip”. The pro-
ject is directed by Rev. 
Tommy Meeley 

  

NEWSLETTER OPTION: 

If you would prefer to re-

ceive our LINK-UP news-

letter through email, ra-

ther than through postal 

mail, please contact 

Laura Mackey:  

nativelinkmackey@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Marygonzales007@gmail.com


 

CHEROKEE SELECT-

ED TO NATIONAL 

HEALTH NETWORK 

Stephanie Wickliffe 

(Cherokee) has been se-

lected to serve on the 

3RNET Board of Direc-

tors.  It is a national non-

profit network of mem-

bers committed to 

matching healthcare 

professionals with rural 

and underserved jobs.  

Cherokee Nation is the 

largest tribal health sys-

tem in the nation. Steph-

anie is a member of our 

Native Praise Choir min-

istry, as well as involve-

ment in many of our mis-

sion ministries.  Con-

gratulations!  

 Christmas in August Among Choctaws 

Mission work continues among the WMU of Thessalo-
nian Baptist Church, Red Oak, an Oklahoma Choctaw 
church.  They recently hosted Christmas in August, 
showering missionaries Christine and Ron Fleming 
with gifts and supplies.  Ron serves as Director of Mis-
sions among the Choctaw-Chickasaw Indian Baptist 
Association. Thessalonian is the home church of Laura 

Mackey, our Native American LINK president.  

 

In Memoriam 

Daniel Adams 

04/14/1940-08/31/2020 

 Throughout Oklahoma, the 
Corona virus has affected 
our Native people. It’s hard, 
when these are people you 
know and love. Some pass-

ing are relatives, pastors and church leaders.  
Some are also fluent speakers of our Native lan-
guages.  Please continue praying for our people.  
Dan Adams was a special person in the Native 
American LINK family.  He was a friend to many, 
including Willene Pierce.  He was a Choctaw mem-
ber of the men’s choir and a “roadie” for the Native 
Praise Choir for many years.  He was a community 
builder and faithful Christian in his church.  He will 
be missed. Pray for his wife, Rotha and children.  
Dan is also the brother of Laura Mackey.  
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Send address changes to Laura 
Send contributions to Native Ameri-
can LINK. Thank you. 

Choir Coordinator:  Augusta Smith   

Treasurer: Michael Smith 
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     Additional Board Members:    

Priscilla Arneecher, Tahlequah, OK           

Angella Fish, Wetumka, OK  

Christine Fleming, Norman, OK 

Martha Johnson, Morris, OK 

Norma Lee, McAlester, OK  

Elsie Little, Shawnee, OK  

Merry Monroe, Ada, OK  

Suzanne Russell, Ada, OK 

Ruth Walker, Tecumseh, OK 

THE NATIVE AMERICAN LINK’S                                    
NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 
The Executive Board conducted business on April 30, 2020, 
electing Elsie Little to serve on the Native American LINK Exec-
utive Board. An educator, by profession, Elsie has assisted in 
several ministry opportunities.  She has taught Vacation Bible 
School on our mission field and is a member of the Native 
Praise Choir. Elsie represents the Sac & Fox, Miami, and Me-
nominee Tribal Nations, and is also Filipino. Elsie and her hus-
band, Ben, are members of Circle of Life Native Fellowship, Ok-
lahoma City. We are fortunate to have Elsie as a board member 
and we welcome her.   
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